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Mary Browning, originally from Melbourne, agreed. She now lives in North Carolina, but
returns to Melbourne to visit her sister, Bonnie Miller, and seek beans at local beaches.

"It's addicting," said Browning. "I'm 53 years old and I still walk (the beach) looking at the
ground.”

Like many visitors, Browning brought along an unusual sea bean, hoping someone could name
it and tell her what plant shed it and where it grew.

"There is a science behind the fun and there are answers to those questions,"” said Perry. "We
don't know everything, and that is fun because what we don't know, we can find out.”

Symposium participants learned how teachers use sea beans in geography, botany and math
classes. They attended programs about manmade objects that clutter the ocean and West Coast
beachcombing. And they competed for prizes such as "cool bean" and "best non-bean."

But the event was about more than having fun or seeking scientific knowledge.

"I hope they (attendees) will take away from this a love for nature and the outdoors, and
hopefully, the inspiration to go out and get involved,"” Perry said.
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